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ABSTRACT 

Crop diseases can have significant impacts on agricultural production, leading to significant losses in yield and 

quality. Early detection and diagnosis of crop diseases is essential for effective control and management. In this 

study, we propose a novel approach to crop disease detection using machine learning algorithms and image 

processing techniques. The proposed system is based on machine learning and support vector machine (SVM). 

Our results demonstrate the effectiveness of the proposed system in accurately identifying various crop 

diseases with a high degree of accuracy. The proposed approach has the potential to provide farmers with a 

cost-effective and reliable tool for early crop disease detection, ultimately leading to improved crop 

management and increased agricultural productivity. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Crop diseases have been a persistent problem for farmers and the agricultural industry for centuries. With the 

increasing global population and the demand for food, it is more important than ever to ensure that crops are 

healthy and productive. Crop disease detection is a critical tool in this endeavour, providing farmers and 

gardening enthusiasts with the information they need to diagnose, treat, and prevent diseases from spreading. 

However, the rise of new and more virulent diseases, as well as the limitations of traditional methods of 

detection, make it necessary to explore new and innovative approaches to crop disease detection. In this 

research, we delve into the latest developments in technology, policy, and practices for crop disease detection, 

exploring the benefits, challenges, and opportunities in this field. 

1.1 MACHINE LEARNING 

Machine learning is a subfield of artificial intelligence that focuses on the development of algorithms and 

statistical models that enable computers to learn from data, rather than being explicitly programmed. The goal 

of machine learning is to build systems that can automatically improve their performance withexperience. 

Machine learning can be used for unique information for crop disease detection in a number of ways: 

• Image recognition: Machine learning algorithms can be trained on images of crops to identify signs of 

disease such as discoloration, spots, or wilting. The algorithms can then be used to detect these signs in 

new images, allowing for early disease detection and control. 

• Predictive modelling: Machine learning algorithms can be trained on historical data to identify patterns and 

relationships between environmental factors, crop growth, and disease outbreaks. This information can 

then be used to predict future disease outbreaks and prioritize disease control efforts. 

• Disease classification: Machine learning algorithms can be trained on images and other data to classify 

different diseases and their severity, helping farmers and researchers better understand and respond to 

outbreaks. 

• Crop-specific algorithms: Different crops have unique patterns of disease development, and machine 

learning algorithms can be customized to suit the needs of specific crops, leading to more accurate disease 

detection and control. By incorporating machine learning techniques, crop disease detection can become 

more efficient, accurate, and cost-effective, helping to improve agricultural productivity and food security. 
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1.2 COMMON PLANT DISEASE 

• Bacterial diseases: Bacterial diseases can cause wilting, rotting, and plant death. Examples include fire 

blight in apples and pears, and bacterial leaf spot in tomatoes. 

•  Fungal diseases: Fungal diseases can cause leaf spots, blights, rots, and wilts. Examples include powdery 

mildew, rust, and downy mildew. 

• Viral diseases: Viral diseases can cause stunting, yellowing, and mosaic patterns on leaves. Examples 

include tomato mosaic virus and cucumber mosaic virus. 

• Nematode diseases: Nematode diseases are caused by parasitic roundworms that can damage roots and 

reduce yields. Examples include root-knot nematode and cyst nematode. 

• Physiological diseases: Physiological diseases can be caused by environmental factors such as drought, heat 

stress, and nutrient deficiencies. Examples include sunscald, blossom end rot, and chlorosis. 

• Fungal diseases of stored crops: Fungal diseases can affect crops that are stored for long periods of time, 

causing spoilage and reducing their shelf life. Examples include maize streak virus and wheat yellow rust. 

• Mycotoxin contamination: Some fungal diseases can produce toxic compounds called mycotoxins that can 

affect the quality and safety of crops for human consumption. Examples include aflatoxins in peanuts and 

maize, and ochratoxin in cereals and coffee. 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Crop disease detection is an important aspect of agriculture as it helps to prevent widespread crop damage and 

loss. In recent years, there has been a growing interest in developing machine learning-based approaches for 

crop disease detection. These methods leverage the ability of machine learning algorithms to automatically 

learn patterns and features from large datasets, and have been shown to be effective in detecting diseases in a 

range of crops. One of the key advantages of machine learning-based crop disease detection is the ability to 

automate the process of disease detection, which can be time-consuming and labour-intensive when performed 

manually. Another advantage is that machine learning algorithms can be trained on large datasets, which 

allows them to learn the variations in disease symptoms and to generalize to new examples. One popular 

approach for crop disease detection is the use of computer vision techniques, such as image classification. In 

this approach, images of crops are first pre-processed to remove noise and extract features, and then passed to 

a machine learning algorithm for classification. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) have been widely used 

in this context, as they are well-suited to image classification tasks and have been shown to be effective in 

detecting diseases in crops. Another popular approach is the use of deep learning techniques, such as Transfer 

Learning. In this approach, pre-trained deep learning models are fine-tuned on a smaller, annotated dataset of 

crops, allowing the models to learn the specific characteristics of the target crops and diseases. This has been 

shown to be an effective method for crop disease detection, as the models can leverage the large amounts of 

knowledge learned from the pre-training phase to achieve good performance even with limited amounts of 

training data. Several studies have reported promising results using machine learning-based approaches for 

crop disease detection. For example, a study by X. Liu et al. (2018) applied a deep learning model to the 

detection of wheat diseases, and achieved an accuracy of 94.6%. Another study by Y. Zhang et al. (2020) used 

computer vision techniques to detect diseases in tomato crops, and achieved an accuracy of 94.4%. Despite the 

promising results of machine learning-based crop disease detection, there are still some limitations and 

challenges that need to be addressed. One challenge is the difficulty of obtaining large annotated datasets, as 

the process of annotating images of crops with disease labels can be time-consuming and labour-intensive. 

Another challenge is the variability of diseases across different crops and environments, which can make it 

difficult to train machine learning models that generalize well to new examples. In conclusion, machine 

learning-based approaches have shown promise for crop disease detection, and have the potential to 

revolutionize the way we detect and prevent crop diseases. However, there is still a need for further research to 

address the limitations and challenges of these methods, and to develop new techniques that can be applied to 

a wider range of crops and diseases. 
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III. PROPOSED WORK 

The aim of this project is to update and improve the existing crop disease detection system by incorporating a 

new and updated database. The existing system uses machine learning algorithms for crop disease detection, 

and has shown promising results. However, the performance of the system canbe improved by incorporating a 

new and updated database. The new database will be created by collecting high-quality images of crops with 

various diseases, and annotating them with relevant information, such as the type of disease and the severity of 

the symptoms. The database will be carefully curated to ensure that it is representative of the range of diseases 

that crops are susceptible to, and that it includes diverse examples of diseases across different crops and 

environments. Once the new database has been created, it will be used to train and evaluate the existing 

machine learning algorithms for crop disease detection. The algorithms will be fine-tuned to better recognize 

the patterns and features that are indicative of diseases in the new database. The performance of the 

algorithms will be evaluated using standard metrics, such as accuracy and F1-score, and compared to the 

performance of the existing system. In conclusion, the proposed work aims to improve the existing crop disease 

detection system by incorporating a new and updated database. The results of the project will provide insights 

into the impact of the database on the performance of machine learning algorithms for crop disease detection, 

and will help to advance the field of crop disease detection. 

 

IV. METHODOLOGY 
1. Data Collection: Collect a large and diverse dataset of images of healthy crops and crops affected by 

different diseases. This can be done by taking pictures in the field or by accessing publicly available 

datasets. It's important to ensure that the images are labelled correctly and the data is balanced, i.e., there 

are equal numbers of images for each class. 

2. Data Pre-processing: The collected images need to be pre-processed to enhance the quality of the images. 

This can include resizing, cropping, and normalization. The goal of pre-processing is to reduce the variation 

in the images and make it easier for the machine learning algorithm to extract features. 

3.  Features Extraction: The images need to be converted into features that the machine learning algorithm 

can use. This is typically done using a convolutional neural network (CNN), which is a type of deep learning 

algorithm that is commonly used for image recognition tasks. The CNN can be pre-trained on a large 

dataset such as ImageNet or trained from scratch on the crop disease dataset. 

4. Training the Model: Once the features have been extracted, they can be used to train a machine learning 

model. This can be done using a variety of algorithms, including decision trees, random forests, and 

support vector machines. However, deep learning models such as CNNs are typically used for image 

recognition tasks. 

http://www.irjmets.com/


                                                                                                      e-ISSN: 2582-5208 
International Research Journal of Modernization in Engineering Technology  and  Science 

( Peer-Reviewed, Open Access, Fully Refereed International Journal ) 

Volume:05/Conference:01/March-2023          Impact Factor- 7.868     www.irjmets.com   

National Conference on Trending Technology for Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 

NCTTASDG 2023 Organized by Shri Shankarprasad Agnihotri College of Engineering, Wardha 

www.irjmets.com                              @International Research Journal of Modernization in Engineering, Technology and Science 

 [86] 

5. Model Evaluation: Once the model has been trained, it needs to be evaluated to determine its accuracy. This 

can be done by splitting the dataset into training and testing sets and measuring the accuracy of the model 

on the testing set. Additional metrics such as precision, recall, and F1-score can also be used to evaluate the 

performance of the model. 

6. Deployment: Once the model has been evaluated, it can be deployed to detect crop diseases in real-world 

applications. This can be done by taking images of crops in the field and running them through the trained 

model to detect any signs of disease. The model can be integrated into a mobile or web application to 

provide real-time disease detection and recommendations for treatment. 

V. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, crop disease detection is a crucial aspect of modern agriculture and plays a vital role in ensuring 

healthy and productive crops. With the increasing demand for food, it is imperative that we invest in new and 

innovative approaches to crop disease detection. The recent advancements in technology have opened up new 

possibilities, and with the right investment, we can make great strides in the fight against crop diseases. 

However, we also need to consider the challenges faced by farmers, such as labour shortages, supply chain 

disruptions, and changes in government policies, and work to address these challenges to ensure that crop 

disease detection remains effective and accessible. This research highlights the importance of crop disease 

detection and provides valuable insights into the current state of the field, paving the way for future 

developments and improvements. 
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